






The encounter with Nino, a Georgian foreign worker 
who is accused of murder, Leads Marina, her lawyer, 
to embark on a journey to Georgia. The journey will 
become her own, forcing Marina to re-examine her 
choices in life, facing her long forgotten Georgian 
roots and an identity she can’t run away from.

SYNOPSIS
Marina escapes to her work as a public defender 
lawyer in order to avoid her marriage to a man whom 
she can’t fully commit herself to.
When Marina is appointed to defend Nino, a Georgian 
foreign worker who killed her employer, she finds 
herself emotionally engaged with Nino’s story, as 
if resonating with her own. Coming from Georgian 
origins herself, Marina has always refused to 
accept her Georgian heritage and secluded herself 
from her family and her roots. A strong unspoken 
bond is being evoked by these two women, bringing 
up in Marina things she had been trying to run away 
from all her life. Trying to find answers in Nino’s 
unfortunate past that might help in the court case, 
Marina travels to Georgia. There, the journey will 
become her own, forcing her to face her profound 
inner conflict of identity and to examine her own 
life and the choices she made.

TRIGGER
Growing up in a strict, traditional Georgian family, 
I found myself always contemplating what it means 
for me to be a woman, consequently rebelling against 
these patriarchal origins, and choose a different 
path then the one intended for me by my family.

Feature film, drama, 90 min. Trapped

FILMMAKERS

Eti Tsicko/ Screenwriter & Director
Graduate of the Tel Aviv University 
Film Department. “Resen” (Dog Leash), her 
graduation short Film was selected to the 
Cinefondation official Competition of Cannes 
Film Festival in 2012. In 2013, participated 
in “Berlin 24/7 project”- 3 months residency 
in Berlin, funded by The Israeli Film Fund 
& Brandenburg Film Fund, Germany- towards 
the development of her debut feature Film 
“Trapped” (working title). 
Filmography:“Daswarilli” (Stained) 2009 (21 
min), “Audition” 2010 (15 min), “Dog Leash” 
2012 (26 min)

Eilon Ratzkovsky, Yochanan Kredo / Producers, 
July August Productions
July August is an independent company 
specializing in feature films and television 
productions.  Among its credit THE BAND’S 
VISIT (2007), winner of 3 awards at the Cannes 
Film Festival, 54 international prizes, 
SEVEN DAYS (2008) opening film at the Semaine 
de la Critique, THE CHAMPGAGNE SPY (2007) 
Best Documentary Israeli Academy Awards, 
nominated for the European Film Academy 
Awards 2007 and more.

Eti Tsicko

Eilon Ratzkovsky, Yochanan Kredo / JULY AUGUST / eilon@jap.co.il, yochanan@jap.co.il

Eilon Ratzkovsky Yochanan Kredo



Assaf Amir

What Happeed in Poland Feature film, Coming-of-age, 90 min. 

“I’m not sure what I’ve learned in this journey, but 
one thing is certain – I’ll never forget what happened 
in Poland” 

SYNOPSIS
17-year-old Roy goes on a school trip to Poland, 
visiting memorials and Nazi camps. However, for Roy 
and his friends, Holocaust remembrance is not the 
only focus of the journey. 
The teenagers’ attempts to overcome fears and find 
love in such a dark environment create an ambiguous 
story, constantly shifting from the tragic to the 
entertaining. When Roy meets Anna, a beautiful 
German girl, the stakes become much higher.

TRIGGER
The film is based on my experience and the experiences 
of thousands of Israeli teenagers who visit Poland 
on school delegations. I want to take my audience 
through the intensity of such a journey.

FILMMAKERS

Assaf Amir / Producer, Norma Production
Assaf Amir has established Norma productions 
in 1995. Norma productions specialises in 
independent feature films and documentaries 
and produced numerous award-winning 
productions, which were successfully sold 
and received domestically and worldwide. 
Among them BROKEN WINGS, FILL THE VOID. 
Assaf also serves as the chairman of the 
Israeli Producers Association.

Assaf Machnes / Writer Director 
WHAT HAPPENED IN POLAND is based on Assaf’s 
graduation film, which was selected for more 
than 80 film festivals and won 8 awards. Assaf 
received a development grant from the Israeli 
film fund.  

Assaf Machnes

Assaf Amir, Tammy Cohen / NORMA PRODUCTIONS / assaf@norma.co.il, tammy@norma.co.il



Winter in Jerusalem

Shady Srour

Shady Srour / CINEMA VIRGIN / cinemavirgin@gmail.com

Feature film, drama, 90 min.

It is a film about Elias, 36, pacifist, who gets lost 
in his collapsing world - Jerusalem, where blood 
overcomes holiness, until he meets a Frenchwoman, 
Theresa, from another place of pilgrimage, Lourdes.

SYNOPSIS
Elias, 36, a peace loving man, struggles with his 
father, to save the family hotel that is located on 
the border between East and West Jerusalem, intended 
for pilgrims only. His brother, a political activist 
alienates them. In Lourdes, France, while convincing 
pilgrims to take the trip to Jerusalem, Elias falls 
in love with Theresa, 23, who resembles the Saint of 
Lourdes. They marry in Jerusalem, waiting for the 
pilgrims, and for a moment it seems that life is fine.  A 
terrorist attack creates a riot and keeps the pilgrims 
of Lourdes away from Jerusalem and the hotel. The 
brother goes underground, Elias betrays Theresa and 
she is planning to leave but she can’t divorce since 
they are Catholic. Elias chooses celibacy in order to 
save his marriage; he gets into strike for food. Theresa 
forgives him only after he faces her test of conquering 
his carnal desires. Now they both know that what God 
put together they don’t have the right to separate. 

TRIGGER
A year and a half ago I was the head of Palestinian 
directors in the documentary film “Jerusalem 
24 hours” (Zeroone Productions) filmed in East 
Jerusalem.  I asked myself how love could survive in 
such a tense and politically strained place, yet so 
beautiful and sacred as Jerusalem, and here is the 
result, a love story with the impossible political 
layers in the background. 

FILMMAKERS

Shady Srour / Screenwriter / Director / 
Producer / Actor, holding BA in Acting from 
Tel Aviv University, MFA in Film from Academy 
of Art University of San Francisco, lately 
directed a comedy series for Channel 33 
(IBA), and head of directors in 24 Jerusalem 
Project (ARTE), currently in post-production 
of “Don Juan of Galilee”, a romantic comedy, 
his production company Cinema Virgin has 
few other projects in different stages of 
production. 



For many years, Yaga the witch has been terrorizing 
the royal family, as witches are obliged to do. But 
when the prince falls in love with her, her world is 
turned upside down. For the first time in her life, 
Yaga is forced to deal with love, and to face her own 
self. 

SYNOPSIS
Yaga is a terrible witch. For generations she has 
been terrorizing loving royal couples, but one day 
something goes wrong. The prince she challenges is 
surprisingly content with the change in his wedding 
plan, and takes himself a long vacation in the woods. 
The longer he stays in Yaga’s territory, the more 
curious he becomes about her.
When she starts falling in love with him too, she 
does everything she can to change herself in order 
to become worthy of his love: she ties her nose down, 
paints the walls of her house, and throws all of her 
beloved magical belongings out to the yard. She does 
all this without realizing that the prince loves her 
just the way she is. 

TRIGGER
Yaga is a Witch is a story about the power of self-
image, and its potential for destruction. 
I wrote this story when I fell in love for the first 
time, and found myself hating myself. Like Yaga the 
Witch, I was trying to become something I was not, as 
part of my attempts at being worthy of love. 
The story appeals to both children and adults, and 
speaks about the deep fear we have from our own 
authentic personality, one that if we shall learn to 
accept – we will realize we are worthy of love. 

Feature film, drama, 90 min. Yaga is a Witch

FILMMAKERS

Gan De Langa / Director and Screenwriter  
Graduated with honors from the Sam Spiegel 
Film and Television School in Jerusalem.  
Among her credits, her Debut film, FRACTURE, 
(first prize Short Film Festival Kyoto Japan, 
Children’s Film Festival Jerusalem), BABGA 
(Cinefondation, Cannes Film Festival 2003, 
Critics Forum Award, Honorable Mention 
Jerusalem Film Festival).

Gal Greenspan / Producer, Green Productions
In 2009 Greenspan joined Roi Kurland, and 
together they established Green Productions 
- a film production company dedicated to 
the creation of quality films by promising 
young Israeli writers/directors.  Among its 
credits: YOUTH, by Tom Shoval (Berlin 2013, 
Best Film Award Jerusalem FF 2013), ORANGE 
PEOPLE by Hanna Azoulay Hasfari (Haifa FF 
2012, Jury Award Rehovot FF 2013).

Gan De Langa

Gal Greenspan

Gal Greenspan / GREEN PRODUCTIONS / gal@greenproductions.co.il



The Story of a Certain Sign

Kinga Krzeminsk Grzegorz Jaroszuk

Agnieszka Kurzydlo

Feature film, Black Comedy, 100 min.

A guest pitch from Poland seeking an Israeli Co-
Producer.
A black comedy inspired by true events.

SYNOPSIS
“The Story of a Certain Sign” is a black comedy 
inspired by true events; robbery of “Arbeit Macht Frei” 
sign from above the KL Auschwitz gate - the largest 
Holocaust museum in the world.  In our film directors 
from two Holocaust Museums in Israel and the US come 
to Poland to former concentration camp to rent for 
their exhibitions the iconic sign “ARBEIT MACHT FREI” 
that hangs above the gate
Unfortunately, on the night after their arrival 
the sign is being stolen which has an effect of a 
Snowball…KL Auschwitz it’s a heritage and testimony 
of most horrible events in the history of mankind 
one that can’t be forgotten. Now it is also a museum. 
Place, which reinterprets the History, which provides 
meaning to facts that occurred 70 years ago.

TRIGGER
We think, this project is a perfect material for an 
international coproduction, because this process 
of “stealing, manipulating history” happens 
everywhere. We would like to invite co-producers 
and artists from Israel and Germany to cooperate. 
Holocaust is a very serious and very common topic in 
art and cinema, but rarely is perceived from modern, 
today’s perspective. That’s why we would like to 
make this film. To draw attention to the meaning of 
Holocaust today and how it is being used as a brand 
today. And it shouldn’t. Never.

FILMMAKERS

Kinga Krzeminsk / Screenplay / Writer / 
Script-doctor / Translator
Kinga worked for HBO in Poland and for MD4, she 
wrote “They Chased Me Through Arizona”dir. 
Matthias Huser (premiere at Locarno Film 
Festival 2014). 

Grzegorz Jaroszuk / Director, graduate of the 
Polish Film School in Lodz, his graduate 
film “Frozen Stories” received numerous 
awards. His full length feature film “Kebab & 
Horoscope” premierred at Karlovi Vary in the 
East of West Competition.

Agnieszka Kurzydlo / Producer, MD4 Production 
Company
MD4 (MENTAL DISORDER 4) FILM PRODUCTION
Mental Disorder 4 was established by friends, 
who, for the last years, had been cooperating 
with  Zentropa International Poland.  The main 
goal of MD4 is to work with young filmmakers 
and to create space for them in Poland and in 
the international film market.

Dagmara Piasecka / office@md4.eu, md4@md4.eu



Polish Film Institute in Warsaw
Agnieszka Odorowicz, director
Joanna Wendorff, International affairs

Polish Institute in Tel Aviv
Krzyztof Kopytko, director
Shimrit Gil, cultural programs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Vered Heller

Israel Export and International Co-operation Institute
Mira Geshel

The Post Republic, Germany
David Steinberger, Rebekka Garrido, Michael Reuter

G and H Media, Stephen Greenwald
Wagner College, Presiddent Richard Gurasci
Wagner College, Paula Landry

Israel Film Center, Isaac Zablocki, Ravit Turjeman

Executive Board Consulting International, 
Peter Sederowsky

Haifa Film Festival

Chairman, Board of Directors, Ethos, Danny Nishlis

Artistic Director: Pnina Blayer
Producer Haifa  Film Festival: Sharon Lugassy
Accounting Manager: Irena Waisbach
Hospitality Director: Delphine Arcas
Haifa Conventions Bureau: Neta Drori Wilf
Haifa Cinematheque: Avishai Kfir
Special events: Naama Altshuler
Production Coordinator: Moran Peled
Project Coordinator: Christina Zamarovsky
Program Coordinator: Amalia Rosen
Israel Competition: Tali Dagan
Programer: Yaron Shamir
Publicity: Sharon Volman Ovadia

Public Relations: Dorit Hordi, Hadas Shapira
Moderator: Yaron Seelig
Training Workshop: Ken Aguado, Julie Gray
Selection Committee Haifa Pitching Conference:
Veronica Kedar, Yariv Mozer, Etay Kaplinsky, Yaron Seeling
Thank you to Nisim Levy and Patty Hochman

Galaxy Travel: Elina Hakim
Catalogue Editor: Ruth Lev Ari
Graphic Design: Nurit Hershkovitz
Web Design: Jonathan Lev Ari
Trailer Editor: Hila Haramati
Editing Studio: Opus Productions

Contact us at:
haifaourstory@gmail.com
Ruth Lev Ari, director
Gitit Wainer, producer
30th Haifa International Film Festival
142 Hanassi Ave., Haifa 34633 ISRAEL
Tel 972-4-8353548

Our Special thanks and appreciation to:

Ken Aguado, Standard Film Group, USA
Julia Gray, Without Borders, Israel

Charlotte Sieling
Caroline Decroix, Cross Video Days, France
Simon Bouisson, Photosim, France

ALL Filmmakers, Jury, and Participants

Israel Film Fund, Katriel Schory, David Lipkind, Haya 
Natovici

Makor Foundation, Gidoen Ganani, Niva Mandelblit

Scriptwriters Guild of Israel, Amit Leor, Leor Tamam, 
Jonathan Shkedi

Israel Producers Association, Assaf Amir, Ofra Eiber

Kibbutzim College, Prof. Zipi Libman, Dr. Rivka 
Wadmany, Meir Reuveni, Ela Baur

Aaron Geva, Ron Weinberg, HOT Cable TV

Hagai Levy, Kren Margalit, Noah Stollman, Ruta Kupfer






